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According to a report by the National Police Legal Medicine Institute, 2,784 persons died result
of violence in Medellin alone from January through late May. In Antioquia department, the total
is near 4,000. Every 24 hours, an average 16 persons perish in violent deaths, principally from
shotgun wounds. Thus far in 1990, said the report, 21 massacres in Medellin resulted in the deaths
of 200 people. Medellin metropolitan police commander, Col. Ernesto Ferrero Echeverry, said that
last weekend 65 homicides were reported in the Aburra Valley (encompassing most of Antioquia
department).
June 27: Police in Medellin successfully defused a car bomb with a charge of 450 kg. of dynamite.
The car was parked in a garage next door to a building that houses offices for the city council, the
provincial government and several courtrooms. In the city of Bucamaranga, gunmen killed Judge
Samuel Rodriguez, 29, when assailants intercepted his car as he drove home. The judge's wife was
seriously injured in the attack.
In the town of Caldas near Medellin, gunmen on a motorcycle killed two policemen at a roadblock.
Another policeman was killed on his way home from work in the Florencia neighborhood of
Medellin, and four more were killed in the village of La Dorada. Medellin Mayor Omar Florez said
he had received a letter signed by 200 young hitmen offering surrender. The hitmen said they would
disarm if the government reintegrated them into society and refrained from prosecuting them, said
Florez.
The mayor in Bogota for a meeting about Medellin's violence said the gunmen suggesting surrender
generally were unemployed and between the ages of 13 and 20. He has proposed a plan to
rehabilitate the assailants, give them well-paying and stable jobs and improve poor sections of the
city where many of the criminals reside. According to a report by AFP, violence in Medellin has
caused the deaths of 2,748 people thus far in 1990.
Colombian police announced a plan to recruit new police to fight in the drug war, especially in
Medellin. "Every police officer killed by the delinquency in Colombia will be replaced by another,"
said National Police director Miguel Gomez. "We are not going to let them win. It will be impossible
for the drug traffickers to finish with the police." Gen. Gomez said 60 suspects had been rounded up
in connection with the June 23 tavern massacre but none have been charged.
June 28: In Medellin, an explosion outside a police station killed 11 people and injured 30 others.
Bomb experts first attributed the explosion to a car-bomb but later said dynamite had been planted
in a sewer pipe. Witnesses said the blast left a crater two meters deep and three meters wide in the
street, and destroyed 12 cars and a truck loaded with toilet paper. In an AP report, an unidentified
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Colombian human rights group was cited as saying that government security forces were behind
civilian massacres in Medellin. The group's coordinator Jesus Maria Valle said, "Medellin is caught
in a crossfire: that of organized crime by the drug mafias, and the public security forces." He added
that massacres had been carried out by "the same security groups whose members have been
killed."
Valle said politicians, the Roman Catholic Church and the press were engaged in a conspiracy of
silence on official involvement: "People realize that the violence does not only come from drug
trafficking, but fear and mistrust of authorities have imposed a law of silence."
July 2: Gunmen fired at the home of Antioquia's governor in Medellin. Two police officers and four
youths were killed in weekend violence, according to police.
July 3: An article in the Village Voice states that the Colombian government has blamed the drug
traffickers for much of that country's epidemic of violence, "even though 80% to 90% of those
murders can be attributed to the armed forces, according to human rights groups [like Amnesty
International and the Center for Social Studies and Investigations, CEIS, of Colombia] and sources
within the government itself." A popular joke in Bogota: "Who killed Abel? It wasn't Cain. It was
Pablo Escobar." (Basic data from Notimex, 06/02/90, 06/03/90, 06/15/90, 06/19/90, 06/24-26/90,
06/28/90; Xinhua, 06/07-09/90, 06/28/90, 07/03/90; AP, 06/22/90, 06/24/90, 06/28/90; AFP, 06/03/90,
06/04/90, 06/27/90, 06/28/90; Village Voice, 07/03/90)
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